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Rice National Seminar

Establishing Sustainable Agriculture
= to Encourage National Food Sovereignty

Better Rice, Better Life

Like many other Asian countries, Indonesia seeks
self-sufficiency inrice production. In order to maintain
and strengthen Indonesia’s food security in anticipation
of a 1.49% population growth rate per year, efficient
and marketable interventions are required. Food
sovereignty is a trust law that ensures the welfare of
society as well as food, clothing and shelter. However,
the concept of food sovereignty does not only
emphasize the availability of food in sufficient
quantities but also how to produce food through
environmentally sustainable technologies. To
achieve food sovereignty requires support from
various stakeholders, especially from the public and
private sectors.

In light of this challenge, the Assessment Institute
of Agricultural Technology (AIAT) in North Sumatra
was supported by BRIA Indonesia (BRIA ID) in
organising a National Rice Seminar under the theme
of ‘Establishing Sustainable Agriculture to Encourage
National Food Sovereignty.” The seminar was held
in Medan, on December 2, 2015. It targeted local
governments from both national and provincial
levels, research institutions, extension agencies,
academies, and the private sector. During the
seminar, awarded research papers and posters from
young researchers on Rice Technology in Indonesia
were displayed. The event also featured a photo
contest under the theme of Rice Harvesting Season
in Indonesia, including both student and general
public categories. The contest aroused great public
interest: 283 participants from various cities in the
Eastern and Western parts of Indonesia represented
differentinstitutions and submitted about 200 photos.
The best 50 photos were displayed at the seminar,
together with the posters of 130 academies (Image 1).
The winning photo can be seen on the front cover
of BRIA Newsletter — February 2016 edition.

Image 1 : Display of awarded posters and photos

Image 2 : The signing of an agreement to develop

a technology centre for rice in North Sumatra

The National Rice Seminar has been one of the first
seminars to facilitate knowledge exchange by engaging
different rice stakeholders on the national level and
providing scientific research outputs from relevant
academies and researchers. The seminar was officially
opened by Dr. M. Syakir, representative of the govern-
mentin North Sumatra, and Dr. Catur Hermanto, chair-
man of the seminar and head of the AIAT. The AIAT, BRIA
ID and the Islam University of North Sumatra (UISU)
used the event to concretise their collaboration by
signing an agreement to jointly develop an information
and training centre for rice in North Sumatra (Image 2).
The seminar was divided into three sessions addressing
the background of rice cultivation in Indonesia and
presenting solutions for improvement.
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