
The answer is balanced crop nutrition. This simple 
phrase has struck a chord in the minds of the 
participants as they listened to the presentations 
from the Philippines and Indonesia during the 
Regional Knowledge Sharing Workshop on Best Rice 
Cultivation in Southeast Asia held on November 
3rd-5th, 2015 at Renaissance Hotel in Bangkok, 
Thailand. 

Just like humans, rice requires a set of essential 
nutrients to develop and grow normally. These 
nutrients can be found in the soil but the amounts 
are usually not enough to sustain high yields. Hence, 
farmers resort to using fertiliser to supply the nutrients 
that are lacking or not readily available in the soil.  

to Increase Farm Yields

However, farmers need to know how much fertiliser 
is required by the plants and at what growth stage it 
has to be applied in order to achieve better yields. 
If too much fertiliser is used at the wrong time, crop 
scientists confirm that plants won’t be able to absorb 
all the nutrients and that these will be wasted along 
with the farmers’ money. Excess nutrients will flow 
out of the rice fields and may pollute streams and 
ground water. On the other hand, too little of the 
nutrients will hinder the rice crop from producing 
as much as it should. 
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